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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE HONOURABLE NATHAN CULLEN 

March	17,	2024	

Honourable	Nathan	Cullen	 	 	 	 Via	email	to	WLRS.Minister@gov.bc.ca	
Minister	of	Water,	Land	and	Resource	Stewardship	
Parliament	Buildings,	Victoria	BC	

Dear	Minister	Cullen:	

Re:	 More	secret	talks	a.er	the	Land	Act	debacle?	

It	was	less	than	a	month	ago	that	you	were	forced	to	announce	a	major	reversal	on	your	Land	Act	
amendment	plans.	You	reluctantly	admiPed	that	you	had	dropped	the	ball	on	public	engagement.	
Vaughn	Palmer	reported	that	you	had	been	in	quiet	discussions	with	“a	select	list”	of	people	–	presum-
ably	all	under	NDAs	(non-disclosure	agreements).	

But	the	secrecy	did	not	end	there.		Those	Land	Act	amendments	were	going	to	play	themselves	out	first	
on	the	Sunshine	Coast	where	you	are,	right	now,	negoYaYng	an	agreement	with	the	shishalh	NaYon	to	
give	it	powers	under	s.	11	of	the	Land	Act.		This	is	because	an	August	2022	Cabinet 	Order	says	this:	1

	“the	Minister	of	indigenous	RelaYons	and	ReconciliaYon	and	the	Minister	of	Forests	are	autho-
rized,	on	behalf	of	the	government,	to	negoYate	an	agreement	with	the	Sechelt	Indian	Band	re-
laYng	to	the	exercise,	jointly	by	the	Minister	of	Forests	and	the	Sechelt	Indian	Band,	of	the	pow-
er	under	secYon	11	of	the	Land	Act	to	dispose	of,	by	way	of	a	lease	or	licence	issued	to	a	person	
enYtled	under	that	Act,	Crown	land	within	the	area	outlined	in	bold	black	on	the	aPached	map	
for	the	purpose	of	a	private	or	commercial	dock”	

Let!s	just	say	that	PHARA,	and	others,	are	not	accepYng	being	shut	out	of	those	secret	talks	either.		

So	Thursday,	when	you	stood	at	a	podium	and	confirmed	for	the	media	that	your	newly	announced	“ad-
visory	commiPee”	on	the	Sunshine	Coast	dock	management	plan	would	also	operate	in	secret,	we	were	
shocked. 		2

	Order	in	Council	444/2022	(gov.bc.ca)1

	see	-	B.C.	government	scrapping	proposed	Land	Act	amendments	|	Globalnews.ca2
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But	maybe	we	should	not	have	been.		Our	organizaYon	of	concerned,	ordinary	ciYzens	has	been	trying	
for	years	to	meet	with	you	or	your	staff	to	discuss	the	dock	management	plan	in	a	publicly	transparent	
manner,	with	no	precondiYons.	Yet	your	government	has	refused	to	do	so.	

We	know	government	would	like	everyone	to	believe	the	dock	management	disaster	is	now	in	the	rear-
view	mirror.	But	let!s	be	honest	–	the	changes	were	cobbled	together	hasYly,	and	many	problems	re-
main.	

Like	a	new	1.5	meter	float	width	restricYon	that	is	contrary	to	the	government’s	own	engineer!s	report. 	3
It	made	us	wonder	if	any	of	the	people	in	your	secret	meeYngs	have	toddlers	that	they	have	to	hold	on	
to	while	going	to	and	from	boats?	Do	any	of	them	have	elderly	people	that	need	assistance	and	may	use	
a	walker?	How	many	of	them	have	even	ever	walked	on	a	floaYng	structure?	

And	where	was	the	informaYon	on	who	will	be	making	decisions	on	applicaYon.		Will	it	be	the	province?	
The	shishalh	NaYon?		Why	is	local	Government	or	ciYzens	not	included	in	decision	making?			Why	the	
secrecy?		

The	Sunshine	Coast	dock	management	plan	has	become	a	bellwether	for	your	government!s	reconcilia-
Yon	plans	across	BC,	and	you	surely	must	see	that	ordinary	people	are	geing	increasingly	concerned.		
So	we	urge	you,	if	you	are	serious	about	reconciliaYon	and	democracy,	to	do	the	following:	

1. Publish	the	full	text	of	the	more	than	1,700	comments	you	received	on	the	dock	management	
plan	(redacYng	personal	idenYfiers	if	you	wish).	

2. Scrap	the	present	dock	management	plan	and	start	again	from	scratch,	in	an	inclusive,	public	
and	transparent	process.	

3. Rescind	Order	in	Council	2022-0444	and	keep	final	decision-making	authority	regarding	dock	
tenures	under	the	Land	Act	with	the	Province	(and	of	course	undertaking	meaningful	consulta-
Yon	with	the	shishalh	NaYon	as	the	courts	require).	

Yours	truly	

PHARA	Board	of	Directors	

Cc:	 Honourable	David	Eby,	(Premier@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Pam	Alexis	(AF.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Niki	Sharma	(AG.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Grace	Lore	(MCF.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	George	Chow	(CITZ.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Rachna	Singh	(EEC.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Mitzi	Dean	(CC.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Bowinn	Ma	(EMCR.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Josie	Osborne	(EMLI.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	George	Heyman	(ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Katrine	Conroy	(FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Bruce	Ralston	(FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	

	see	”Engineering	Review	of	Pender	Harbour	DMP	Best	Management	PracYces-McElhaney	Ltd.pdf	“3
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Honourable	Adrian	Dix	(HLTH.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Ravi	Kahlon	(HOUS.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Murray	Rankin	(IRR.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Brenda	Bailey	(JEDI.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Jagrup	Brar	(minister.TRD@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Harry	Bains	(LBR.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Jennifer	Whiteside	(MMHA.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Anne	Kang	(MUNI.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Lisa	Beare	(PSFS.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Mike	Farnworth	(PSSG.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Sheila	Malcolmson	(SDPR.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Lana	Popham	(TACS.Minister@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Rob	Fleming	(minister.MOTI@gov.bc.ca)	
Honourable	Dan	Coulter	(minister.SI@gov.bc.ca	
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